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The Reader 3s defied to core ſome ſmall Literaland Accens "a 
tyat{Ecrours which haye” eſcaped the Preſs, | =_ 


Thep 
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Commonwealth. 


1 Diſcourſe concerning, Obedience 
to Kingly Government, &Cc. 


' ſd, | N all Controverhes which are debated with a 
. | deſign to find our Truth, or irs moſt lively 


f "oy g reſemblance, ir is expedient thar both che 
I dE Controverers take up ſone general Dara, 


o 
F , "4 and certain principles to be acknowled 
*'Þ DY \ 0 on Cicher fide, as a common Foundation of 
= &T, their oppoſe Diſcourſes. And theſe notions 
| which are ſo tobe premiſed to a ſubſequenc 
- Diſpute, may be eicher choſe which —_— with them ſo 
ſear an evidence, that they command the afſent of the intel- 
+8, or elſe ſuch which it may be do nor obtain a likelihood of 
tuth in our judgements, yet to our adverſaries may be otherwiſe 
repreſented, as not only of a contingent, bur neceſſary-veriry : 
theſe Propofitions we may take up 1n gratification of an Anta- 
gonift, rhac ſo he being foiled at his own weapon, may be com- 
led to confeſſe himſelf vanquiſhed. In the ſame manner will 
deal ar preſent wich them thar: Ryle themſelves more popularly 
{than truly Common-wealthi-men ; _ by way of concefſion I _ 
hes | | y 


.T 


ſay with them, That mo civil Conſtitution is any further obligat 


to obediexce, then 44 it hath ſome relation to a Commonwealth, « 
as tending to eretÞ ſuch a ſcheme of Government, or elſe as proc 


from the Awutharity thereof ſo eretted. Whether this be {9 indeed 
I chink not my ie!f concerred here to enquire, {ith I granred rf 
only as a bare Hypotheſis and reeer ſuppolyion,'ir being yieldedÞ* 
upon no other account then as amongſt Aſtronomers, a Copern.f® 


can Will not boggle rogrant a Ptolomaan his own improbable 
poſitions, as being periwaded that they will notſuſhce to ſolve 
aifhculties of that doctrine. 


I ſhall therefore make uſe of their own Articles, umverſaſly 
received among(t them, and make an Eflay how far th:y guybef 


Ke 4 'O s 
fairly improved on th2 contrary part towards the Allertion, viz, 


Kingly Government 4s now reſtored, &c. To begin then, 


L.A certain yumber of Perſons choſe by the free Suffrages ofthe 
majotiry of ths People to the Supream Power, do properlyad 
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id - 
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th 


perfectly contaiv the whole power which b2longed to their Ele $f 


Etors: This is as certainly true, as that wWhatſ2ever was 


anothers , become mine by the Gift of that Pro;rieror : For 


there is no clearer and more unqueſtionable way in the world, 
whereby any mancan transfer his Dom1mum and Right of 
ſhip of any thing which ts his, ſothatir may become another, 
than this, whereby the people transfer the Domunum Which they 
had in their own hands, to a definite number of chem. whom 
they judged to be the ficteſt for ſo great a Truſt: and this is called 
Dominizm ex conſenſu, which indeed ſeems to be the molt gem 
ine ſort of Dominion amongſt thoſe which are commonly meny- 
oned by Civilians. 7: ; 
This firſt Principle being granted, ir will naturally follow, 
I. That whatſoever 1s commanded by rheſe Pe:fons ſo elettedgntis 
of the ſame force to require obedience , as if it had been com 
manded by the grenter part of the People by their own perſoud 
Vores: Thereaſon is evident, becauſe that what authoricy by 
in then, they have paſſed over to theſe others ; ſo thar all thats 
reed upon by the Majority of rhe EleRted, is as it were done by 
the Satfrages of the Electors, in that the Supream Power nowre- 
ſides in thoſe who arc hereunto choſen. . 
2. The ſecond ConſeRary from the Princple,will be this, that 


what- 


_ 


tarſoever was livful for the _— to a&t in order to an Inno- 
on in Government, while _ ad the right of Government 
ghding in che major parr of the whole, 1s alike lawful for thoſe ro 
bom chis major part gave away their ght of Government : If 
refore it can be proved, that the People under ſuch a Po-ular 
Srare,may alienate their Title to Government,ic will be undoubr- 


= = 


elded edly cercain, that they to whom they have made over their Titte, 
F "ave the ame pou and right: Thar the Majority of the People 
© &, (way alienate their Lavful Poſſeflion of Power m1y appear, as to 

* Jihe j565 of it ;; if weſay with the Common-wealrhs-men, that the 
Lal le are Domini in ſolidum, ſole Lords, and no- joynt-Pcoprie- 
i wrs ; they may alienate it, and quit rheir claim thereunto at their 
= ure, as any man may part with his Field or Houſeto whom 


pleaſeth, becauſe it 13 us own proper Poſſeſſion: And the 

zarned Grotins tels us, ” Imperium alienar: poteſ> ab eo, in cus 
beminio were eſt, a Rege i imperium mm Patrimonio habeat, alioquin a 
Peanlo, Government (ſaith he) may be alicnated by him who 
; 3 che true ownerthip thereof , by a King, if herecerved ir as a 
Parrimony, or elſe by the People: So that according ro him, 
we ſee, rhe'e is nothingelſe requifire ro enpower to alienation, 
but ſuch a Dominmney which our ozinſayers do attribute to the 
People : The ſame Author does further proceed to (hey us when 
People may be ſaid to alienate their neperinums, * Populums 


aver conſenſiſſe intelligimns, ſive 19:4 coit, qued oling Germa- 
wr & Gallos fiers ſolebat ; ſrve per Legatos partinm Imtegrant inns 


mandats ſufficrente m{truftos nam facimus, & quod per alium facimus, 
i4. The People are to be underſtood as to have agreed thereunmo , 
ifeither chey have a General Meeting of all che People, *as the 
cuſtom of the Germans and Gaxles was, or elſe that it be done by 
their Delegares furniſhed with a ſufficient power from them ; 
for we are ſaid to do that ourſelves, whichwe do by another : 
$ then it is hence manifeſt, rhat where the people have divelted 
themſelves of Soveraign Power alrogerher, or as to a particular 
time and buſineſs have made others their Pleni-Porentianes, there 
what is done by thoſe ſo credenciated, fignifies as much as if ic 
were their own proper ation: And Where Grot;zs ſpeaks of 
the Legati parti imegrantinm, Whoſeations he laith, areinter- 
'prerarivel y the Peoples, he hath a necultar reference tothe Par- 
B 2 liamenc 
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lament of England, as may be ſcen from his quoting Smirke [ie 
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piece de Kepublica Anglic. who ſpeaks ro che ſame purpoſe ;, E 
Engliſh man is intended to be there preſet , euler in Perſon, or 
procuration and Attorney, and the conſent of the Parliament is taken [Ml 
to be every mans conſem ; Tie lumme of what hath been afhrmed 
and proved, aT.ounts toſo much, that if the People begranted 
to have had a lawful poſlefſion of Power, they might jultly alie- 
nate ir, ifchey were willing ; an4 the will of the People is tobe 
unce.tiood to be the ſame wi'h their pleni-poten tary Repreſen- 
ratives , Who perſonate the Popular State, and every individual 
thereof ; and our preſent Parliament bearing ſuch a relation to the 
People of England, may lawfully and juſtly alienare rhat power 
which in your efteem was the Peoples right, and transfer it upon 
2 Single Perſon ; which yer according to ſoberer ju 'gTenrs, was 
no more than a jult and equi:able relitrution, in giving Ceſar the 
things Which are Ceſars. But I ſhall wave Arguments deduced 
from this Topic, and rather deal with the Patrons of a Conmon- 
wealth by principles acknowledged in cheir own Polity : 
chen chat the Supream Magiſtracy of theſe Kingdoms, as it 
derived according to your own pedigree of Power, is now a4 
laſt devolved upon our Royal Monarch, itis to be accounted an 
indiſpenſable duty of every Member of che Bo1y pelitick, ro be 
ſubzeR to him, who under God alone is the Head thereof ; andif 
we are obliged to be ſubje&t roche Higher Powers, how much 
more to the _ higher perfections , Divine and Princely , where- 
with we believe ( nec vane fides ) the Heavenly Wiſdom hath 
completed his Sacred Perſon. Nor are we to think that the 
forementioned Precept concerning ſubjettion to higher Powers, 
did only concern thoſe tities when ir was fir!t given to the Pro- 
feiſors of Chriſtian Religion, as an * inf1 nous Author would 
willingly: ſuggeſt, in chat Boo: which hath been rhe ſeed-plor of 
thit execrable Regicide which hath been ated among? us : He 
rells us.there, that the reaſon1 why ſuch a ſubje tion was required 
from them, was, becauſe thor they were all of them of a mean 
and inſeriour rank of ren but where Religion is generally 
planted in a Kingdom, there may rhey cl! in cue/tion Kings, if 
peccant: This, and mach more to the ſame prrpoſe, 15 Imus 
dently aflerted by that Grand Matter of Rebellion and Treaſon, 
Buchanan : 
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| w : Who that he may not be im in his viſlaniez , 
he no: only jultites , bur higtl, applauds the inhumane murder 
pamiced by trayrerous Subjects vpon the Perſon of James the 3, 
King of Scoiland. What he or © hers have vefended or acted un- 
fer pr:tence ot Piecy, ir mat ereth nor; yer cer: ainly rue Reli- 
gon never [eparated what God nx h pur together, v:z,. thoſe tio 
xepts of fexr to himielf, and honour to his Vicegerents in the 
wernment of Kingdo:ns. It we 'ookinto the prattile of the 
primitive Chrittians, we (hill find the 1 giving qu7e: and cherr- 
ſul obedience to the Reman Empernurs, ever whilſt hat they 
uffered the molt cruel Periecutions : SO Juſtin Martyr (yerks * 4poleg, yro 
inche name of allthe Chrittians, in theie wo: ds, 8:55 xgu dp- Chriflians, 
yrras ed 12pw@ meV 0403 Eu Me ugs ev 3044104 in!) Ts Garinmis Syvduans 
wy olgpare Thy Aoge7r ply eapnvivas Viuas txorrts; We acknowledge 
ze( ſaith he )) to be Kings and Rulers over men, and we pray, 
that as y= bive a King!y power, ſo ye may have ſober Conſulcari- 
ans : Hereby we may perce've , that the Chriltian —_— 
$d nor think that the viciouſneſs of Rowan Emperors did diſ- 
charge their Subjects from their Allegiance ; in that he acknow- 
kedeeth thoſe to be Kings and Lawful Mogiſtrates, who ( as he 
implicicly intimates , and Hiſtory more explicitely ) were the 
eſt enemies to Chriſtian Religion: $o that we may confi- 
tly pronounce, that Ver:ue is not eſſential to th: —_ 
any one a L1wful Governour : Nor is worldly Dominion found 
in Grace ; though both are requitite, no: t5 the Gwmplicrter eſſe, 
hut. co the bene efſe of Magiſtracy : For if thar Principle were 
ance granted, there would be no ſecur:ry for peace under any 
form of Government ; ſeeing it would gront Liberty to any En- 
I hufiattick Fe ioiv, that can but audaciouſly arrogate ro himſelf, 
Revelation: of the Spiric, and uncharicably term all others beſides 
bis followers, cirnal, naruri! men : Ir will Ifay, permir ſuch 
to aſſume unto themſelve: in uſur,ed power over the Lives and 
_ of their Fe''ow-<ub;ects, nay, and of their King him- 
if. 

The ſame princt. 'e wi | li: ewiſe 1:1fe the proud injuſtice of 
the Pope, vio .'f ew I'w (oy leis infillible,) may depoſe 
offendins Prin-et, ml i went tet Kinodons at his plenſure; 
& he dealt wich our Queca Elzaberb, inbeltowing England up- 

B 3 an. 


[ets 


WT ErAGSATES 


3 


s 
” 
0 
e 
if 
h 
b 
h 
e 
N 
= 
d 
f 
- 
| 

) 

i 


x 


De Refwb. 1.3. 
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on the Spamard. Tt is therefore more commendable, where the | 


ſame perſon 1s a layyfull Maguirate, and a bad man, to wiſh that 


rather the vice of the man than his Authority may be removed; 
for tyranny can no more deſtroy rhenit can conſtrue a right of, 


Supremacy. And upon this cauſe Arifs:le ſpeaking concerning 


an atbirrarious and ryrannical power amongſt che Barbarians, 4 


paſſerh this cenſure upon it, T2174 461 &r Ne my muibrey himy, 


of 3tani; Sf Af 75 mdneicu ngl wan? vows tradi, j, þ rhough they be (2. 
nx-on this account ryrannical, yet they [tand ſafe, becauſe they be þ, 
according to the cuftom and laiv of the Country. If thenthe 


culiom and law of Countries can render a tyrannical Government 
tieady and ſecure, how much more then 1s that Power to be high. 
ly had in a reverential eſteem, which beſides the forenamed 3d- 


vantages, hath an intrinfick equiry and complication of all con- (| 


ſiderable intereſts in theſe three Kingdoms ; where Indemni 
and Liberty are ſo freely and comprehenſively promiſed upon the 
word of a King : Concerning which the Poer, 


Medo ju & reverenia verbo 
Regis ineſſe ſolet, quovis juramine maſts. i. C, 


Where Princes words are juſt and reverent both, 
Their naked word's more than anothers Oath, 


Burt if any one be deſireus to play the Caſuiſt, ſo as ro deter- 
mine whether any obedience, or what kind thereof, may be g- 
ven to a lawfull Magiſtrate, commanding any thing abſolutely, 
and altogether unlawfull ? To the reſolution of this Caſe, it wil 
be expedient for ſuch a Qwzerent to premiſe to himſelf, that 
whatſoever 1s not certainly and evidently contradiRtory tc the 
Divine law, if ir be appointed by a humane law, becomes obli- 
patory to all that live under the prote&jon of that Law. Notis 
wr required that it ſhould be laid down exprefly, or by neceſſary 


conſequence in the Scrivture ; it ſufficeth that ir do nor become | 


oppoſite co ſome truth there revealed. For if we will ſay, (as 
doubtleſſe all Chriſtians except Enthuſiaſts do affirm ) that the 
Scripture laies down clearly and perſpicuouſly every rhing necef- 
ſary to be believed or done, and nor to be done, in order to ſal- 
vation, 


rethe Kirion, it will follow that whatſoever is not in ſuch 4 manner 
| tha delivered, is of ics own nature indifferent, ſeeing that it is 
wed; Ke contained in any Divine precer, either Afrtmacive or Ne- 
ghr of Eiive. 1 therefore a Magiltrate ſhall think fit to _ it up= 
ning Ea the people under his Dominion, ir then loſerh irs former na- 
114%), are of inciiferency, and acquires an aſcicicious vertue of binding 
" Þ obedience, derived from the authority of the Lawgiver. 1f 


*7 be this undeniable truch were but loberly conſidered in 1ts whole 
©y be Þrent and laticude, it would przicinde the occaſion of this que- 
nthe &, , as it may have a particular reference to us, either as Mem- 
b of rhe Church or Commonyeaith. As ro obedience t0 
29 yMmmands abſolucely unlawfull , and prevaricating from the 
on jeaſure of juſtice and honeſty, ir fals not wichin our buſineſle 
ni if decide that doubr, fith that ir is not likely ro become our caſe, 
ri id we need nat to be ſollicitous What 15 our duty under ſuch cir- 
. mftances, no more then S»/o» thought it neceſlary ro9-make a 
Lww againlt Patricides, Becauſe (ſaith he) there are none ix Athens 
& wicked as to murther their Fathers, And we have more aſſured 
mounds of confidence in the Piety and Prudence of our gracious 
rince, then that we ſhould be guilty of Treaſon againſt his ſub- 
ine vertues by ſuch a jealouſfie. Bur in general ic may be an- 
ered, That if humane Laws or injunctions be tried by the 
proper touchſtone of Right and Equity, and thereby be found 
xdulterate, we may deny an active obedience to them, in that 
"+ Ihecrernal Lawgiver having a dominion over us by creation, and 
&, tis Laws binding by reaſon ef the higheſt equity in themſelves, 
vj (® authoricarively forbid us to attend roany preſuming to counter- 
tend us from their obſervance. And to this doth Hrerom aflent, 
the {is words are theſe, Q mums donninus caruis a domaine ſpiritns drver- 
li. | favs insperar mon oft obedienduns : 1. &. If yous Malters according 
to the fleſh ſhall command any thing contrary to God, you may 
Fry þ bot obey them. - And the ſame elſwhere, 1» illis ranturs deb:rie 

offs domims & parentibus ſubjeiti, que eomra Dei mandatum non 
wit: Inthoſe things only ( ſaith he) do we owe our ſubjection 
the | 0 Maſters and Parents, where we may not thereby difoiwn our 
of, | ſubjeRion ro God. Ir is plain tiien that we not only may, bur 
likewiſe muſt deny obedience, as ro the active part thereof, to 
| any Magiſtrate commanding that which is undoubredly unlawfu!l : 
I fay,, 


In Ephel,6, To. 


cap.16, 


| Aug.l.22.c.54, 


coura Fauſt, 


Hobs de cive 


Tactitns Aimal, 


6 [ L l : | . 
I ſay undoubtedly unlawfull, becauſe if rhere be a queſtion cox 
cerning 
nature of the a&tion; ics probable that in ſuch a caſe we 


rather to yield than deny our obedience to Supream Magultracy: 
The reaſon hereof is well afſigned by Grorws, upon another oc-[;.- 
ative debeat jndicio active eligere 


cation, Quiz qui dubitet com 
partems tutiorem ; He that is uncertain what he ought ro do, mult 
do that which ſeems to be better : Ir being therefore acknow. 
ledged that obedience 1s better then diſobedience, I ought ra 
ther in an ambiguity to obey then diſobey my Prince ; for he, as 
he is Gods Vicegerent over me, hath power in dubious pointe 
to be Gods Interpre er tome; as m_—— his Judges by him 
confſtitured, may interpret the mearing of any dark point of the 
Law to the people, who are to receive the adminiltration of rhe 
Law from them. 

What I have ſaid concerning a Prince, how farre he may be 
Cods Interpreter, I hope none wi'l uncandidly extend tothe lx 
tizuce of Mr. Hobs's affertion in this point, whoſe opinion I ab 
hotre, as aſibtle deſign to introduce 1rreligion and Acheiſm into 
the world. But where there remains a ſcruple concernin 
thing, whether in equity it is to be done or nor done, I think it 
may ſafely be ſaid of a Prince, what Tacitus elſewhere ſpeaks; 
Princip: ſummum rerum judicinm Di dederunt , Subdits obſequ 
{ria relifla eſt. A Prince ( faith he) hath beſtowed upon him 

y the Gods, the chief power of judicature, and the Peoples ylo- 
ry 1s Obedience. I ſhall further add theteltimony of St. Auſt, 
as having greater clearneſs and authoricy , to convince rhe judg- 
ment, Ergo vir juftxc fi forte ſub Rege etiam ſacrilego militet, rele 
poteſt ills jubemte bellare, + crvice pacis ordinem ſervans, quod ſibi jw 
betwr, vel non eſſe contra Dei Preceptum certus eft vel wrrum [i- cert 
non eſt ta ut fortaſſe reum faciat Regem iniquitas 1mperandi, inocew- 
rem autem milltem oftendat ord; ſeryiend; : An honeit man ( ſath 
he) ithe he a Souldier under a ſocnlegious Kirg, may Iwully 
goto war when commanded, if he ke:ping the Pc :c2 of ke City, 
15 either certain that what 1s commanded him, 1s nor contradt- 
Rory to adivine Precepr, or is nn: certain wie her it be or noz 
ſo that peradventure the injuſtice of the comma! ay 1 ae the 
King guilty, buc orderly obedience will render che Souldier 1nno- 
cent, 


ic, Whether lawtull or no, as croour apprehenſion of the” 
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ent. So farre be proceeds in determination of this Controver- 
be, then whoſe words, as they referre to the preſent purpoſe, 
noching could have been more tull and ſatisfactory. 
Bur ur may be furriier demanded, how a ſubject is ro behave 
umſe!f ro his Prince, where 115 active obe.lience 1s by no mearſs 
to be afforded tro a command abſolutely and undoubredly con- 
radictory to the revealed divine will. In ſuch a cale as that, we 
muſt, being warranted by an Avyolto'ical practiſe, hearken unto 
God rarhzr then men: Pur we mult wrhail fo hearken unto 
pd, that as faras he permuts us to obey them, we mult willing- 
ly yield them obſervance. 

Seeing then that the r Laws ob!ige us toone of theſe two things, 
ather to do this, or ſutfer har, if the firlt 15 not lawfu'l, the 
ſecond 15 Lawfull for us to accept of, though it is no: for him to 
impoſe ; that 1s, where we ought n1: to yield an active obedi- 

>, there mult we yield a faſlive o-ecience : and Ferein, 
though in a ditferent fort, ſub;ects do render . heir ſub Tiffion ar 
the {aire time, both tro God and the Kng: Hereby they give 
mto God the things which are God's, and rinto Ceſar, the things 
which arc Ceſar*s; nnto God they give their publick acknowledg- 
men: of ſac:zedrruth, and unto Ceſar the power over their lives, 
which is hisas a Monarch. This may ſeem an uncourh ſentence 
to many, Who cannor perſivade thenſe.ves that the ſame Su- 
pream Power, winch they caink refces only in a multitude, may 
reft upon one (:ngle perſon ; which that ic may, and how it may, 
hath teen already evinced from their own Principles : For though 
it may carry along with it ſome inconveniencies, as the greareſt 
conveniency likewiſe doth ; yer if we bur ſeriouſly conſider the 
many miſchiefs which would enſue from a contrary; State, wiz. 
inſtability of Politeie, ſedirion, and plauſible prerences of Rebe!- 
lion againſt the belt Governteents, it will he a farre better 
viſage when it 15 ſo compararively to others behe'd. As in co- 
lours, white is more illuſtrious by its opace contrarte. And nor 
only reaſon, bur the general examples of perſecuted Chriſtians 
doth recommend this paſſive obe lience to us, who though they 
were very numerous, eſpecially about the time of the 10th Perſe- 
cution under Droclefan ; 1er dowe never reade thatrhey arrempr- 


ed to make hoſtile refi{tance upon any _ account. Concerni ng 
the 


lon.:. 
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Zon. Annal, the greatneſle of cheir number and perſecution, Zonaras relates, 
how that Dicleſian and Maximias raiſed a perſecution upon the 


Chriſtians, 7 apiy 19r0n7 & mhrrwy 7R0d}bTSEa173 xg i 271d Wyn, 
more vechement and fierce then any of the former ; and furcher. 
more the ſame Au:chor rels us,chat of thoſe thar did manfully ſuffer 
fo:Chrilt,there were ſo many that «5 nds a2:buf 9499; &]vs £ nn flna 
fo"or, that they can ſcarce calify be coun:ed, and \er there is no 
ſrcech concerning their making reliftance, bur ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be pzrſecured wichour oppolition, though it were for 
defending the belt cauſe in the world, and yer man; of rhem were 
men of intereſt, «dZizis ug 723.05 xaſeimty wer, 1. e, endowed with 
digniry, and military employment. 
The recapitulation of what hath been diſcourſed concerni 
obedience, contains thus much, that we are to obey our Prince 
in all chings plainly or probably lawfull, and wiere he commands 
any thing which upon a rational enquiry appears to us to be whol. 
ly illegal, we are in that caſe to ſuffer what puniſhment ſhall be 
by his auchority inflicted upon us, without delire of reliltance; 
in as much as he hath the Power and Empire over us transferred 
upon him according tothe Laws,which ſignifies nothing elſe,the 
as one doth well expreſle it, De jure ſmo reſiſtends deceſſiſſe, thats 
man harhquitted his former right,whereby he might have reſiſted 
And to the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks Fuſtimarn in his Imperial Inſtitutes, 
Sed & qued Princip: placuit, legis habet vigorem ; quum lege regia 
que de ejus imperiolataeſt; Populns ts & in enum one 1mperinnm 
ſunm & pateſtaiem concedat ; Wharſoever then (faith the Author) 
likes the Prince, doth receive the vigour of a Law, fince that by 
the Kingly Law which was made concerning kis Empire over 
them, the people did beltow on him wholly, all che power and 
Empire which before was their own : Yet 1tis to be acknowledg- 
ed that that power of Government which our Kings doclaim, 
not ſo large and boundleſle as this mentioned here by the Empe- 
TOUT, viz. T hat whaſeever likes the Prince, dethrecerve the wigeur 
of a. Law, bur they are contented that nothing ſhould become a 
Law without their liking ; ſo that hereby the grandeur of the 
Prince is ſufhciently ſultained,either againſt violence or contempt, 
and che people are bo r fortified againſt the degeneracy of Regal 
Government, as (hall be more fully demonſtrated in» the ſubſe= 
quent 
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part of chis Diſcourſe. Though this be true, we are nor- 
EF ietaniding boundin the fame meaſure to yield a plenary obedi- 
ence co our Sovereign in whatever he commanA4s, as the Komans 


ere bound to their Emperors, though as Dion tels us, niavyru Lib. 53, 


mis ye4cers, they were freed from the Laws, and though that our 
Monarchs do take an Oath to maintain the Laws of the Land ; 
for this makes no further difference then this, that the one by 
reaſon of his Oath ſtands bound in the preſence of God, and in 
tis own Conſcience, to govern according to a Written Law made 
by bis Predecefſors, at the Rogation of thz Senate and popular 
afembly, which we call the erwo Houſe; of Parliament ; and the 
other being free from any obligation which might bind his Con- 
kcience, may more freely make uſe of his private reaſon and judg- 
mentin commanding whatſoever ſhall ſeem fir co him, and con- 
ficate it a Law by his Epitite, Decree or Edit. In brief, One 
s ſubze& ro the directive parc of a writren Law, the other not ; 
but bo:h of them are exempred from the coactive par: of the Lav, 


8s Aquinas doth well diſtinguiſh. So then from hence ir is in- Que? 96, art, 
ferred, that the Prince is bound to the Lai, bur not by the Lav, 5: (4/4.1+ 


bur only by God and his own Conſcience ; and the poiver of the 
people in reducing an enormous King to an obſervance of Natio- 
nal Laws, is not Phyſical but Moral, that is, ic doth no: of right 
onſift in coattion and conſtraint by puniſhments, buc in a man- 
nerly perſivation , and humble remembrancings of his former 
Oathes : and if theſe means prove imprevalent, we may be 
forry, but not angry. And though this may ſeem a harſh ſpeech 
to many who have not ſufficiently weighed the reaſon; and 
ounds thereof ; and though withall thoſe who have improper! 

yled their factious Juncto,The Keepers of the Liberties of E 5 58/ 
mllegerly catch ar this, thereby to deceive the penple a ſecond 
dime, by relling chem how much it detrats from rhe Liberty of 
the Subject. Yet we ſhall inde good cauſe to be'ieve ir, if we 
do bur remember that the chief Pover and Right of Government 
is transferred (as hath been aforeſaid) from che people upon the 
Prince. Now chechief power conlilts innot being ſubjeR, ro 
be judicially cenſured and judged by others: As then the Majo- 
ficy. of the people before their go em of Imperial power to 
2fingle Perſon, were not liable to have their proceedings of any 
C8 nature, 


Inſirut, lib, 2. 
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nacure, if done by their joynt conſent, to be jud'cially cenſure4 x 
by all the relt of that body or _ of men, though they did I 


manifeſtly offend againſt Laws which had equity, authoricy and 
promulgation ; fo h.ewiſe ic mutt neceſlacily follow, tht after 
this Majority of the People have ſurrendred this chiet and Impe- 
rial power un oa lingle Perſon, 1: 15 as unjult £-r the wrole Peg. 
ple ro call chis fing'e Perſon in queltion, as: 1t was betore for the 
ſmallernumber in a perfect rule of the ;eople to judye the greater, 
So that as tothe corCtive pover of th: Lai 1 doubr nor bur that 
I may truly ſay with Tuſtimian, Deus leges ipſ4s Princ;pi ſubjecir, 
enmsg, legem animatam miſit homimbus : G04 huth inbjected the 
Lavv to the Prince, and hath ſent him to be a living Law to men, 
yet a5 to its directive power, which the ſame God doth require 
that a legal Monarch ſhould attend ro. It may hitly ve ſaid, as by 
another, Decet tante Majeſtati eas ſervare leges quibres ſolutus eſſe 
videtwy ; It doth very well become the Majelty ot a King th ob- 
ſerve thoſe Laws from which he ſeems to bz free: And uponthis 
account Juſt11a7 makes mention of an hernick expr-fl1on often 


. uſed by Severus and Antoninns, Lice: legibus ſolutt ſimms, attamen 


legibus vivimus ; We live according tothe Laws, though we are 
not bound by them. So then that the inference of'an unquelti- 
onable Power in a Monarch from the refhgnation of this power 
co him by the People, in whom we will ſuppoſe with them it did 
Jarely he, ſeems valid and unexcertionable : Unleſle they will 
flie to that ſorry refuge of a nonſenſical diltin&ion, and tell us 
that the people did give away their former power of Supremacy of 
their greater part over the leſſer, not privative but cummulativey 
that 1s ( fay they) the People did not by tis transference of 
power to the Prinee, deveit and deprive thetſelves of rheir for- 
mer Authoricy, but did only impart rhe ſame to another, nor 
thereby loſing their priſtine right. This empty nicety be-vrays 
ſo much weakneſle, that it. ſcarce wants or deſerves a refutation, 
in chat 1t only obtains force, when applied to things whoſe natures 
do admit of communication to more then one, which can no-more 
be afirmed of Supremacy, then ir can at the ſaid time, and in 
the ſame reſpe& be truly ſaid that you fit above me, and I fit a- 
bove you. Supremacy ſignif yingthe order of power and diznity, 
whereby one is higher then. all the reſt, colleKively raken ; where- 
as. 


Mo 


=. 
7. on eee — = — 2 2.2 -5 58 —- 


_ 


ure4 " according to thexr Logick W:0 would have Supremacy t5 be boch 
" did fin Prince and in People cumulative, we ſhould (ay that one is 
and Jhigher in Power then all the re!t coil.ctively taken, and that all 
after [the celt coil-Etively taken, is higher then chat ſame one ; How 
nre- Indicuious this would be, who cannot diſcern? For a Popular 
eg. [Sta e to beitow Covernment upon one cumulative, is no more 
the Ithen was uſual at Rome to be.iow the jus crvitates, to make a Free- 
rer, Iman of the Ci-y, and therevy capable of the itke power with o- 
hat Jther Plebeiars in their comitra tributa and centuriata, but togrant 
cir, Fupremacy to a tingle Perſon, 15 rogiveaWay the Power of Go- 
the Ivernmen: tone, (o as to develt themielves thereof in the ſame 
en, [moment whe:ein chey do initall another therewich. And fo the 
aire | Romans by a Senatus-conſulrum gave away trom themſelves the 
by [ Supream Power 10 Amngutus (28 Dion tels us) in the fore-men- 
ſe {toned book ; and ſo the Campanians ge themſelves up wditio- 
bb. | rm Romanary, into the Juriſdiction of Rowe, and then Livs ſaies, 
his | that ft; ſunt aliene poteſtarts, they came under another's Power : 
en [| fothar a conliitwing of a Supream Head in the Commonwealth, 
es | doth inferre a privation of that Power in all the members there- |... 
re fof; and (> Grotzws cites ou: of Soz.9ms. Ecclenaltick Hiltory Valen- ,, 2 ways . 
i- | tmian the Emperor his Speech to the people, {tt me ad Imperan- cap.z. © 
& {| dum wvobrs eligeritis in veſtra ſium erat poteſtate, at poſtquam me 
d eleg ſti quod peritts, in meo eff arbitrio, non veſtro, vobis FAngn an 
ll | ſwbdicrs comperit parere, mi que facienda ſunt cegitare Ic was 
1s Þ in your choice whether or no 1 ou would have choten me Emperor, 
xf Þ but lince ye have choſen me, what ye celire is in my power to 
» | granr, not in yovr own : You as ſubjects ought to obey, and ic 
f | belongs ro me ro conſider what is fit to be done. $5 then, if we 
- {| ſuppoſe upon the Commonwealth;-men ſcanty principle, that the 
© | Kings birth-right could not entitle him ro rhe Crown, yer his 
s | claim of Succeilion being accompanie by EleEtion of the people 
, | of Exg/andin Parhament, the People can no more jultly pretend 
3 | toſharewithhim in his Royal Prerogative, then the Remens could 
> | with their elected Yaleninian, being that is inconhiltent with 
\ | Supremacy, thar the people ſhould be equal or above him on 
whom they have conferred that higheſt ' dignity. Grortins doth 
| very appolitely define it, Suprema poteſtas dicitur cnins att ns al- 
teris jwr; non [nbſunt : Supream power (ſarth he) 1s that whoſe 
C3 actions 
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ations are not ſubje& to anothers Authority : And to this pur. 


poſe bring the words of a good Biſhop in France in former times Þ 


tothe King, Siquis 4 nobrs, O Rex, juſtitie tramites tranſcendere 


wvoluerit, a te corrips poteſt : $1 vero tw exceſerts, quis te corripiet? 
logurmur enim tibi,\ ſed fi volueris andis, fi amtem nulueris, quis te 
dammabit, mſi 15 qu ſe prounntiavit eſſe jwſtuian : If any of us, F 
O King, ſhall deal unzuſtly, he may be chaſtized by thee, burit 


thou tranſgrefſe, who ſhall chaſtize thze ? We may ſpeak to thee 
if thou beelt willing thou hearelt, bur if rhou wilt not, who ſhall 
conceinn thee ſave he who hath called himſelf Juſtice? 1f ſome 


others ſeeing rhe folly of chis laſt examined ſubterfuge for a F 


Commonwealth, aginft the Supremacy of a King, ſhall feign a 


mucual interchangeable Supremacy, one \vhile a apa, 4 the þ 


King, and anon to the People; to the King (as it may be they 
will ay) over the people whule he reigns well, and they livee- 
villy, and ſo on the other fide in like manner : which if once ad- 
mieted (how ſpeciouſly ſoever it may look) would be the author 
of the greateſt confuſion and percurbation imaginable, in rhat the 
Parties muſt be their own Judges, and ſofor the deciſion of the 
juſineſle cf the cauſe on either fide, no other Law then club-Lay 
can be expeRed, in that both Parties will paſſe a very favourable 
judgement upon their own actions ; Neither can this Supre 

of rhe Prince over his whole people be accounted to be diminiſh» 
ed, by being ſworn to defend and maincain the Laws, as hath 
been already ſhewed. For ſo Xeephen acquaints us, how thar the 
Perſian Kings took an Oath when they entred upon the Kingly 
Government, that they would not change the Laws as they ſhould 
find theta made, and notwithlianding Plutarch tels us that that 
King was «dvlogaris xy 4 rw 730; that he was Seif-power'd,and 
unaccountable. And that a King ſhould be unaccountable to 
his ſubje&s is as reaſonable, as that he ſhould be accountable to 
God, becauſe he is his ſubject ; bur not to the People, becauſe 
they are ſubjet unto him : And to this purpoſe Antonins ſpeaks 
in Teſephas, s ay GON xaos term Armini& Eno is wi mr yorrd Ty 
ed 63,010 ry nmulray cuflurcc ef multiv, irw dv ds Caomivs Gin, dorras 
mw nhy rgi Tis thuoigg dVIetumdourra; (3.0 4071 yerioy Antony ( ſaith 
he) ſaid it was not fir that a King ſhould be queſtioned for what 
was done in his Government, for thereby they would make him 
ro 
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[15] 
beno King, but they that gave him the honour, ſhould ſuffer 
dere #Þ Freely to uſethe power; it is evident then that if the King 
:., » eceived the Kingdom from the people by the.r conſent, which 
© hey who will grant hum no other well-grounded Title, mult ac- 
nowledg: to ttand val d, che people when they by their Repre- 
n:atives brought him back co his Kingdoms, id as much 09- 
>e themſelves to obedience towards him, as he is graciouſly 

aſed ro eiteem himſelf obliged to love towards his people ; for 


= eby chat which was really his by a right of Succeſſion, is own- 

\r 2 ſedro be his by acheerfull Election : Not that ic isco be thoughr 
2 . . "> 

na at hence alone b1s Title, or any part of iris to be ferchr, bur 


the ({e* £his 15 added racher as an argument of the peoples Loyalty, 
way EE the true and principal Foundation of his right to the 
rown of Englard. Though this be indubirable, norwichltand- 
ad. Jng ve may indulge fo much co udgements foreſtalled with pre- 
hoe ſpdice, as to —_ Election to be his only juſt claim, this will 
the Þc fufticient to bind them to obedience, as hath been already 
che (£roverd ; 10 which conſideration may be added that which will 
ve the greatett perlivalive forc2 to obedience towards the pre- 
ble Fen Government freely to be rendred by a Commomwealths man, 
id that (hall be the ſecond Principle. 
7 | 2. Thache Government of England by King, Houſe of Lord:, 
{ Houſe of Commons, ts the beſt ſurt of a Commonnealth. It 
tay perhaps ſeem an improper ſpeech in the judgement of ſome, 
ly i call a Society of men gathered into a Political compaet, under 
" .. y of a ingle Perſon, a Commprwealrh, bur more 
range that it ſhould deſerve the name of the: beft Common- 


wy wealch. Boch theſe points will appear in proceſſe of chis Diſ- 
ro {Fourſe to be no more (irange than true, if we will. but yield any 
:o ſieſpeRtto reaſons and teſtimonies produciblein ics behalf. Thar 
ſe J»Kingly Governmenris'a ſpecies of a Commonmealch, is plain- 


is [yaſſerred by Polybiue agood Hittorian, and no worſe Polititian, 
3s fi his 5 book of Hiltory intituled' oe mis rr. mrrrwudrer hte, 
kx [i.e- conceming the ſeveral ſorts of Commonwealths ; where he 
þ Jeomes to enumerare how many differenr kindes of Common- 
wealths there be : He uſeth theſewords, mie an Ather oof mon- 

or, wy 13 wir x9A70 Baonenr, 14 Is dax;ariar, 7d Hi mel ins Svuoxper 
*#, We muſt (ſaith be) affirms char there are three kindes of 


- Com- 
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C16] 
Commonwealths, of which one is called a Kingly Government, 
another the Government of the Nobility, and the third a Go. 
vernment by the People. In like manner Plutarch owns a King. 
ly Governitent to be comprehended within the denomination of 
Commonwealth in his Morals ; where he doth on fer purpoſe de. 
bate and derefmine this Controveriie on the part of Monarchy, 
as ſhall in its dueplace be alleadged. In brief, that theſe words 
mir: 44 and mairiz are ficly trantlaced a Commonwealth, and 
thar chey are attribured frequently and properly to Kingly Do- 
minion, may be further proved by the authority of Heſjchiuw,Pha- 
vorinus, and Suidas, wo did all of chem full weil underſitand the 
hgnificativeforce of words and their manner of being uſe, though 
indeed tne lalt of them informs us, that thoſe words are ſome- 
times employed by 1ſecrates and Demoſthenes to denote Dems 
cracie, or a Popular State :. Yer this is nothing prejucictal to our 
cauſe, or advantagious to our oppugners, as if thereby 1t were 
conſequent that the other two commemorated ſpecies were &- 
ther totally excluded from the nature of a Commonwealth, or elſe 
equivocally and abufively contained under it ; whereas we ſhould 
conhder that the above-named Authors lived under a Popular Go 
vernment, and uſed thoſe words only with a reference to- ſome 
ancecedent part of a Ciſcourſe, concerning the Commonwealth 
of Athens ; ſo that in ſuch acaſe the genus might be taken for its 
ſpecies Democracie, As itis uſual among the Yenetians when they 
mention their Polity, to call it fimply and abſolutely the Repub- 
lique or Commonyealth of exice, rhough it be molt manifeſt 
that the "Government thereof is perfectly Ariftocratical, and 
managed by none excepting the Nobles, and of that ranck few 
or none excepted, as he his denies or doubts may underſtand 
from Contarenns, Leander Allertus, Cotovicus, Philippus Hoxorins , 
and others, In like manner an Honourable Knight of our Nau- 
on, in the happy reign of Queen Elizabeth, cals this Kingdom 
the Commonwealth of E»g/and, and thar deſervedly. So then 
cheparticular application of this acceptable word to this or char 
peculiar way of Government, cannot in reaſon be thought ro de- 
barre the other two kinds of lawfull adminiſtration of Supream 
Authorityfrom being juſtly ſtyled Commonwealths. Bur to 0- 
mir arguments from words, if we do ſobetly and freely weigh 
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C17] 
what a Commonwealth is, and what notion or conception may 
be moſt genuirely explianacive of its nature, we ſhall at the ſame 
time diſcover, how char a Kirgly Government may 

ehended under ſuch a notion to found our. 

I (ha'l thzrefore modeſtly ſubmic my privare concehrion; here- 
of, to more ſolid judgements, and tha!l defice aYCommon- 
weal:h to be A Publique ſociety of men under Sovereigp authority, 
adminiftrable for the Common good. It will not be rqyui 
I ſhould bind my ſelf to ſuch a preciſe method, as ecthew how 
Logical this definicion is, rhough I had an eye to rhoſF Rules in 
compoſing of ir: Yet it may be obſerved that whenf call it a 
Society of men, I diltinguiſh it from thar ſtate of Nature which 
was antecedent to the civil ſtate, which Hobs and others rell us of, 
by Publique ic is differenced from an Oeconomical or houſhold- 
ſociety ; and others more private. When this is ſaid to be unde: 
Sovereign Power, it 1s oppoſite tro Anarchy, or perfe&t unſubje- 
Aion of a Publique ſoctery, one member thereof ro another or 
others ; as I ſuppoſe was when after the confuſion at the Tower 
of Babell, a numerous company agreed to travel rowards the ſame 
quarters of the world to ſeek our new ſeats for Colonies ; Their 

ing to the ſame deſign made them a Society ; the nature of 
E deſign, and number of aſſenrers, made ir a publique one; yer 
nothing there was that made a Sovereign power aNongſt them as 
yet. So thatthere was a perfect Anarchy in this Publique So- 


 ciery, therefore when I ſay a Commonwealth is a Publique So- 


ciety under Sovereignty , Ido oppoſe it ro ſuch an Anarchy. By 
affirming ir to be admuniſtrable for the Common good, it is made 
to be contrary to the -wuevi was, ro the vices which are Coſin- 
Germans to Sovereignty, which are Tyranny ated by one, or 
Uſurparion obtained by a few, or elſe the brutiſh Impetuouſneſſe 
of a rude and giddy-headed Rour. 

By this time 1 preſume the forementioned definition of a 
Commonwealth, will paſſe as allowable. My bulineſſe in rhe 
next place will be to try how this definition will quadrate with 
thar Monarchy which we live under. 

The only exception which can be made againſt a mixt Go- 
vernment, where a ſingle Perſon hath the przeminence above 
the Nobility and Commonalrty, why that ſhould nor be numbred 
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amongft Commonwealths, according co this defimicion, is this, 
Thar where the Govertimett and the Power annexed thereuncs, 
do:h lie in-any one, it cannot be adminittrable for the common 
good, in that a ſingle Perſon looks afrer his own pecuhar in ereſt, 
hor regarding ar all, orelſe very liccte, the concerns of the Con- 
Muniry ; being ready to ſay with the Com:rdian, Proximns egy- 
met mi, that be ſtands more indebred to do a courteue ro hiun- 
ſelf, rhan to the whole world beſide ; and that ſelt-preſervarion 
is the only principle upon which he can be in reaſon engaged to 
4& : So that while a Monarch ſhall argue thus, he will conclude 
chat the Power anq Authority which he hath obtained over his 
Subje&s, ſerves to no other purpoſe, but to afford him an 
portuniry to acquire unto himſelf whatſoever 15 mott deſirable 
and congruous to the appetite of his will: and hereby it will 
come to paſs that the common good will be negletted, which is ne- 
ceſſarily required to be artended to in all publique ſocieries of men 
under a Government which would purchaſe to it ſelf the ſplendid 
name of a Commonweal. 

This will be the ſumme of rhe ObjeEtion hich is repreſented 
to the beſt advantage poſſible, nor without ſorne ſpecious plau- 
ſtbleneſſe, and likelihood of cruth : Its main foundation is a 
groundleſs ſuppoſition of inrereſts of the King and people {© 
poſits, that thereby the King ſhould emplo}/ his Power to the 
advancement of his own intereſt, whereby that of the Peoples 
would be rvined and demoliſhed : Whereas 1t 1s moſt cerrainly 
rrue 6n the contraty, that in the Kingdom of Englard the Kingy , 
Royal Prerogative, and the Libetry of the Subject, like Rones m 
an Arch, do mutually uphold one anorher ; theſe wo are incer- 
woven within another by ſuch admirable conrexrure, rhar like the 
Image of Minerva, made by Phydiat, wherein he did ſo cunning» 
ly carve his own name, that it could not be obliterared without 
defacing their Goddeſſe : There cannor injury te offered to one, 
bur the other will withall ſuffer. So rhat there is no danger thar 4 
King who unde-ſtands his own concernments, will invade the hi- 
derty of the Subje&t, no mote then there was of the Workmans 
ſpoiling his o:vn Mafter-prece, wherewith he had twiſted his 
name, if he could be thought to be carefall co preſerve his repu- 
tation for ſucceeding ages. I confeſs 1t 15 pollible for a King not 
to 


to underſtand his intere?, and thereby he may entrench upon rhe 
Priviledges of the People, and ſo change his Government from 
che nature of a Commoniweal into Tyranny ;. yet it is more poſ- 
ſible that this ſhould befall the people, char they ſhould nor un- 
derftand their own intereſt, and hovy they ſhould a&t in order 
thereunto, if they retain the management thereof in their own 
hands. Which if it come to paſle (as it is lizelier ro fall our) 
under Democracy than Monarchy, we ſhull ſee grez:er miſeries 
attending ſuch miſtakes than any that happen under the errours 
of Monarchy, as ſhall be hereafter ſhewed. A King that is 
ſoberly conſiderative wull ſay with himſelf, char he is ordained 
for his people, and thar he received the burden of Governmenc 
from Ged that he ſhould bear it in ſtead of, and for the benefir 
of the people : that heis che Farher of che people, and they his 
children ; and chough that his children have no :ighrfull power 
| ro queſtion him concerning his zoz-pertor:mance of duty towards 
: them, yer neve:thelefle he owes a duty to them of ProreGtion, 
- as much as they to him of obedience, and char both are ſubjeas 
co the great King, who gives Laws to manking, according to the 
differenc ranks of higher and lower, whzreig chey Rand related 
one to another: And therefore he that commands obedience 
from SubjeQts ro Princes, doth with che ſame (tridtneſle require 
that the Prince (hould be cages: in providing for the univerſal 
nod of thoſe who are ſubjected to him, rather as ſons then 
ves. While a King doth chus rhink wich himſelf (as every one 
ought ) there 1s no more fear of bis abuling bis unqueſiionable 
Power, then that a Father ſhould abuſe his child, over which he 
7 # hath ſuch a dominion by nature, as the Monarch hath obtained 
Ruleover his Subje&ts, either by a particular conceſſion of power 
to him, oreiſe of their Anceſtours to his Predecefiors ro whom 
he is next in bloud. So thata Kingand his people being ſo near- 
ly related, there is no cauſe why we ſhould dream of diverſity of 
intereſts amongſt then ; bur rather ſay with King James of blef- The duty 
ſed memory, That the common unereſt # his chiefeſt particular ; King, 
and though peradvencure ſome few caſes may be.inſtances of an 
inconſiſtency berwixta Regal and Popular intereſt ; yer theſe are 
only in matters of leſs importance and ſcarce.worth confider:ti- 
01, if compared with the grand concernments wherein both 
D 2 Prince 
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Prince and People are equally involved ; for the wiſe confſlicari- 
on of legal Monarchies doth by a ſweer n:ceflry unite and firmly 
knit together the gre:t deſignmencs of Pr nce and People, in 
that one needs the help and affiſtance of the other, and this is 
that Gordian knot wich ties the Governour and the governed 
rogerher ; and this is the molt general obligation to friend(hip 
and mutual compliance in the world ; in that being I am dete- 
ive of my (elf, in ſomething which is cither neceſſary Or CONVe- 
nient ro my comfortable ſubſiſtance in this like, Iam toſeck it 
from another, and ſo likewiſe ir is this other mans condition in 
ſome other reſets, and that we may obtain tFis fron each 
other, our denexnour will be more Friendly ; which though 
it may be begun upon a meer d-ſign , yer where the occaſion 
of exerciſing ſuch demonlirations of affection 1s perpetual , 
it may at laſt beger that really, which ar firlt it «1d perſonare 
counterfeirly ; and hence it cones to paſle that there 13 bred a 
great meaſure of amiry amongſt ſo.ne Nations more pecultarly, 
upon no 0: her account, ſave only that they have a neceſlary ce. 
pendance one upon another, for ſupplies of ſome ſort of Mer- 
chandize, which do interchangeably paſs to and fron berwixr 
them . whereas if all places were ſo fruit full now a dates, as the 
Poet rels us of the Golden Age, Ommnis ferat omnia tellus, 
that every Land brought forth every thing, the people of ſeveral 
Countries would be of a morerough and unfoctub.e deportment 
then now they are : except we ſhall ſuppoſe the minds of men 
to ſhare of the Golden Age in bing as plentitully franght with 
omilitick vertues, as the Land is with the frunts of the earth, 
The drift of this digrefſion is to ſhew what 1s che grearelt foun- 
dation whereupon a fair correſpondence 1s molt commonly built, 
viz. a mutual help which this man Rands 1n need of from thar, 
and ſn concrariwiſe. This reaſon of a fair correſrondence to be 
obſerved betwn ſeveral Perſons or Socienes, being (o eTinently 
manif-{t to ſtand good in the relation wherein our Prince and 
people are conjoyned, we may juſtly expect thar rhoſe petty in- 
rerelts which any men may ſuppoſe ro rend to difunired profirs of 
them, mult vail to rhe main concernmenrs wherein they both are 
jo''nt partners.<eeing that theRoyal Prerogative knows how uſeful 
the affections of the pevple are to him in freely contributing ſup- 
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plies of money for his public and private neceſſities, and the 
people are engaged to yield to the pleaſure of the Prince, that 
thereby he may be perſivaded to grate their requeſts and Peri- 
rons 1n granting them a redreſs of grievances, by figning any 
Fils humbly tendred by them in order to ſuch apurpoſe. Whe-e 
al things (ind in this potture, there 1; ſcarce any reaſon to di- 
firult of a ſerled and advantageous peace ; bur ugon good grounds 
may we hope for an uninterrupted tranquillity. 

t belides that tie of inceretts berwixt a King and his Sub- 
ets, which is made to be mutual neceſſity and uſefulneſle of 
bem to each other. That which 1s the chiefelt intereit co the 
yeople, is no lefle ro the Prince in the very ſame reſpect that ic 
sprofirable or convenient for them. Now that whuch ſubje&s 
count their common good, is an undiſturbed ſecurity of their 
lives, iilicentious Liberties, and Eitates : and this common 
vod of the people doth likewiſe comprehend the particular efta- 
Iſhment of hu Princely Prerogative: for the ſame means 
ch do preſerve to the people their Propriety in Wharſoever 
dey may call their own, doch likewiſe guard his ſacred Perſon 
bm the inſolency and violence of injultice, not bridled by the 

ericy of the Laws. So that if the Prince ſhould be negligent 
appoin:ing due penalties for thoſe who oppreſs, or in any ſorr 

e their fellow-ſ{ubjects, it would come to. paſs at laſt, that 
te deſperate vacler ſhall nor fear toofter wrong 10 the Perſon, 
une or \unco the Sovereign himſelf. Whereas a prohibt- 


n of any unequyiable dealings towards the telt of people, doth 
a bar to all unhandſom and diſloyal ations, of thoſe rhar are 
der Authority towards their Supream Magiſtrate : for they 
Il conſider with themſelves, that if the Law determines (o 
aply againſt injuries commited agar” ſt one of their equals or 
iours, how much more againſt that grand piaculum, that 

nous crime of an affront offered to Regil Dignity. 
And as the intereſt of rhe Prince and people do fall into the 
te channel,as ro the ſecurity of every particular perſon amongſt 
m, that by the injullice of others, they may not becorre lo- 
5: $o likewiſe another publique utility of all the peoples that 
King ſhould in ſuch a manner countenance their diligence and 
ours to encreaſe their wealth by jult and lawtull __ 
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C22) | 
fo rhat Laws ſhould be made ro encourage and relieve 4ll ſorts of 
Trades-menand Farmers, in oppoſition to ſh hf.l. Drone-beex, | g 
and ſlow-bellied Lurdanes. This as 1c 1s advantigeous :0 the, 
molt conſiderable part of a Commonwealh; if you reſpeRt either c 
their mumber or rank, ſo it is that which hath been chuefiy regar-| 
ced by all prudent and good Prances : and it is obſervable tha{p 
our own Municipal Laws made by our Kings at the cehre of | q 
Parliaments, have made as carefull a provition in this caſe as any| be 
Commonwealth whatſoever. And indeed there is good reaſon] yj 
why the Kings of Erg/and more particularly ſhould exneltly at-jn 
rend ro the enacting ſach Lays and Statutes, ſecing chat cher 
Treaſury is repleniſhed our of their Subjects private Purſes ; whwi 
the Sea is inexhauſttble by che conſtant circulation of the lefler{ yh 
Rivers, thereby paying their tribute ro the Ocean. The onlyſ;or 
difference is, that the one paies its tribute by a neceſlary andjge 
natural, rhe ocher by an uncompelled and voluntary motion} 
Whence it comes to paſs chat the Royal Majeliy is engaged up; 
a neceflity of conveniency to gratihe the people in the forelaif hy 
manner, not only that they may be able, bur likewiſe willing win 
contribute Subſidies, and pecumary helps for his ſervice, as wn4T; 
fidering thar his Subjzets are not to be ſ{queezed like full ſpungesF;o | 
nor like ſheep to have their Golden FleecesAlaied of ; Bur * an) 
granting of ſomewhat to publick neceflities , mutt be like 4 he 
ations of the body in order ro nouriſhment, where (as Phyltif ma 
ans inform us ) the Liver after that ir bach che chylemg bur 
bloud, retains as much as 15 neceſlary for its nutrition, 4 the 
Then doth of it ſelf ſend forth the refidue of the bloud rowandÞ xir 
the hearr, to bediſpenſed abroad for thepublique uſe of the wholf fri 
body. Inlike manner itis inour Commonwealth, that the peÞ 6n/ 
ple who acquire riches, that they ſhould reſerve to themieh my 
what 15 cequihite for their own particular occaſions, and that tl this 
remainder thould by their own confenr, given either in Peri(f Na 
or by Procuration, be granted to the King, whois the heart a eng 
melt principal part of a Commonwealth, to be employ'd by if thx 
diſcretion for the general profit of the whole. ene 
Ir 1s certain then, as it is the les intereſt that 2 colf-rho 
ſhould be caken whereby they ſhould grow wealthy, ſo likewief bur 
it no lefle advantageous to the Prince co look to their proſpelf he t 
fps 
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dec, | of riches upon the forementioned accounts : To which may be 
| the added the oblervation of an Englith Monarch, That the Engliſh 
her if they were impeverijhed by any means were ape to become ſeduions 
Col ad ranuliuary. That Prince therefore that is a friend to his 
that] Private Wealth and tranquillity, will be engaged to be a friend 
re ef | tothe Commonwealth, and what 1s done in thus behalf, is not to 
| a0) | be eticemed as only tending to the good of a Republique, bur 
ealon] alſo of its chief M'giltrate, no more then the meat which gOCS 
ly a-} into the {tomack is tor the ftomack alone. Abitinence from diec 
cher will make us ſenhible of ſuch a vellication, which by ſymporhie 
; S|will affect -the head ; and Princes will ealily finde how much 
lefler] they ſuffer, when their ſubjects purſes are empry. Bur on the 
alrfocther fide, as in our Commonwealth there is that which may 
meGrender the King ſollicicous concerning the welfare of his ſubjects, 
> is there tha: which Rrongly obliges the ſubjet ro obey the de- 
mands of the Prince, in thoſe things wherein they may ſeem to 
reli have reſerved to themſelves an unſubjected liberty, which confiſts 
ngi@in cheir not being rightfully liable ro be compelled to pay any 
©b4 Taxec, without their own previous Vote. Which liberry either 
Fw give or defy, chough it be not de-erminable to either part by 
$ny other man bat themſelves, yer is ic no diſparagement for 
e OF their wils to follow the dictates of the intellet, and when they 
wy may do in that particular as they will, that they will do nothing 
ene bur what is decoroxs + and hereupon they may juſtly apprehend 
themſelves bound to yield a free-will-ottenng of rtribure to the 
FXing, as he thinks ic his Royal Office to provide for their abi- 
Whries, chat chey may afford to make him ſuch a preſent ; and nor 
 PeFonly upon grarcfulneſie, bur alſo in that the Kings intereſt is as 
much theirs, as theirs bath been proved to be the Kings. For 

ni rhis money 1s to be expended for the paiment of Armies and 
ry Navies, Salaries for Minitters of State, and orher publique good 
Lf ends, wherein every Subject is a ſharer as wellas his King: So 
f F that every man may be ſecured from publique dangers of forreign 
enemies or homebread Trairors, by che vigtlancy and Valour of 
WF-choſe amoneſt whom the Prudence of our Monch ſhall diltri- 


T 
' 


of 


0 


my bureche publique purſe. Hereunto the ſaying of Tacius may Hiſlerb,q, 
XF he firly referred, Neque quits gentizems, fine arm, neque arma fine 
fipenduts, neque ſtipendia (ine tribut1s baberi quanm : 1-6, The ) exce 
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without pay, nor pay withour Tribute. | 
The Hittorians argument doth conclude, That without tr ibm 


there can be no peace ya Nation ; for hence ir mult proceed, thay|| 


the publique ax x dry have wherewithall he may defend 
the good, and reltrainthe evil ones amongſt his ſubjeAs, and like- 
wiſe guard them againſt che invaſion of ſtrangers. Hereupon 
Cicero gerſwades the A/tatiqnes to contribution : Simml iiad 
Aſia cogitet nullam a ſe neque belli externi, neque diſcordiarum dome- 


fticarum calamutatem ab futuram fuiſſe,s hoc imperio non teneatzr ; o | 


antem Imperium quum retiners ſine vetligalibus nu'lo modo preeft:equ 
anime parte aliqus ſuorum fruttunm pacem ſibi ſemp 'ternam redima 


atque ofinm : 1.e, But ler A fa conlider with it lelf, chat if it & | 
not main-ain irs Governour, it ſhall never want the calamity e- |. 


ther of Forreign wars, or domeſlick broils : and ſeeing the Go. 
vernment can be maintained by no means wichout Tribute, c 
ſhould be willing to purchaſe to themſelves a cual peace 
quiecneſſe with ſome parrt of their incomes and revenues. 
IMntato nomine de te——— Narratur. Our preſent ſtare of & 
fairs not being much different from them, the advice 1s as pry 
perly applicable to us. There is ſcarce any other weighty inftang 
which can be made, where the intereſt of the King and his ſu 
jeAs can be thought ro thwart one another, excepting that they 


will reckon ſome Honoraries, which are nor at all prejudicial i | 


the Liberty of the People, and are commonly granted to a 
Perſon who 1s not 4s the le, as 4 Mock is Ku 
his, by a ſucceſſive Supremacy : For ſo the YVenetzans afford 
high veneration to their Duke as to outward expreſſions of reſpe 
as any people in the world do ſhew to a perfect King, as Cotem 
ca afhrms: And ir is not only decent, bur abſolutely neceſſary 
char ſuch a reverenrial awe ſhould be upon a penalty enjoyned to 
be obſerved, either in our ſpeeches or addreſſes to the King, u 
being the beſt and moſt innocent expedient to preſerve Regil 
Majeſty from contempr, the mother of Rebellion. 

Having now ſhewed that there is a perfe& concurrence of con- 
cernments berwixt the Supream Magjiſirate and thoſe under tus 


of Nations cannot be had wichout a Souldiery, nor a SouldieryÞþ 
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Dominion, I have abſolved the proof , That the Kingdom 
England 1; a Commonwealth, Which was intended as przliminay 
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-4p.the main principle, viz. Thar the Kingdom of England' is the 
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"beſt ſort of a Commonwealth, 

It any one ſhall ſay that what hath been hickerto diſcourſed 
xoncerning the uniry of their inrerefis, and the ligaments where- 
"ich they are knit rogerher, are not able ſo firmly rotie chem up, 
burthat they may be looſened ; ſo that a Prince may endeayquc 
roruſh our into tyranny and ſelf-intereſt, whereby his Govern- 
' ment ſhall neicker be agreeable ro the written Laws, nor the 
Publique Urility. 1 ſhall freely grant che poſhbilicy of their ſup- 
en: bur withall ic will be required trom them to ſuppoſe a 
'Prince to be (0 far devoid of reaſon, as not to be ſenſible of his 
own honour, proficor contentment ; and although this may hap- 
pen to ſome, yet there 1s no danger of it amongit us under this 
"Government, whilſt ir reſides in the ſame ſacred perſon, or 0- 
” thers hereafter his Succeſlors, if they be the heirs of his vercues, 
"2s well as of his Kingdoms. Notwithſtanding this conceſſion, 


” 


| cannot be able ro rend a Kingdom our of the Regiſter of 


"Commonwealths, except wr will ſay that a natural body is not 
a body, becauſe it i; corruptible ; or rhat a mixt body is impro- 
perly lo called, becauſerbat theelemencs of which it1s made up, 
x carry'in their own boſoms che cauſe of ics diſſolution : Bur 
:the occaſion of this adverſe reply of theirs 1s przoccupared in the 
definition of a Commonwealth formerly alſigned, where the Go- 
-vernment is ſaid tro be manageable or adminiltrable for publique 
go0d. So then where the conſtitution of a publique ſociety is 
but ſuch, raar there is grearer hkelihood rhar it ſhould rend rather 
to common good then prejudice, there may ic juſtly aſſume the 
' name uf a Commonwealth ; forif their notion of che thing were 
admitted, there were no Commonyealth chat did ever formerly, 
or that can hereafter exit, ſeeing that (as hath been already ſaid) 
as well Ariftocracy and Democracy, as Monarchy, have diſeaſes 
whereunro they are by their temperamenx. and confticution, ſore- 
lyinclined. $0 that it is very true which. Grorixe ſaith, Quan- 
'ungue G uber nat ions for mans animo finxeris nunguan incommuod:s 
aut periculis vacabis : 1.6.) Wharſoever ſort of GavernTent you 
can think of, cannot exempt you from 1 and 
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ers, 
p So that be that would have a'.Co free from all 
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* Polyb. Hiſtor, 
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[26] 
principles of corruption, mult ſeek for it where #:op;« was fir! 
diſcovered, and in the ſame place he may find golden Mountain, 
Hirco-cerves, and whatever 18 in its own nature impoſhble; theſe 
things do abound only in the fruirfull climate of the irrational 
phanraſte and imagination. Seeing then thar all ſorcs of good 
Governments are ItKe to be depraved, that is to beeftecmed 
rhe beit which is better ſecured from degeneracy then rhe ref, 
and which while it 1s continued in its integrity, doth anſiver the 
preat ends for which it was erected CO a any other ; 
From a review takenof chem under this conkderarion, an etimare 
may well be paſſed which of them deſerves a pracedency in dig. 
niry before its corrivals ; which ſhall by and by be derermined, 

The Principle which we have been making way for ts, The 
the Government of England by a K ing, Mm. Lords, and Hoaſe 
of Commons, 15 the beſt ſort of a Commonwealth. ; 

Leſt any Anti-Monarchitt ſhould deny to give a fair hearing 
fo the private reaſons of an adverſary, it will not be armfs ro be- 
gin the proof of the Queltion with the Teſtimony of unprejudiced 
Writers of the greateſt eficem, who bearing witneſs by rhex 
opinions plainly declared in favour of the Affirmative part, may 
prepare them with more unpaſſionate ſeriouſneſs 'to weigh the 
other kind of Arguments which are to be artificial. 5 + + 

There is nothing more frequent amongſt Political ' Aurkord, 
then to preferre ſuch a ſort of mixt Government far above ary 
unmixt ſimple ſpecies thereof : By a mixt Government I mean ſuch 
an one Which is made up of a King, the Nobility, and the People, 
which three when they rule wichour either of the others, are cak 
led Monarchy, Ariftocracy, Demnctaty ; and chis mixt, com- 
pounded Government, Polybixs doth/highly approve of, many 
times taking occaſion ro commend it above any other, and with- 
ail ro prefer thoſe Commonwealths where it is praRtiſed, as the - 
moſt excellent md durable : For after that he had told us in the” 
forequored book of the three Torrs of a Commorwealch, he im» 

tly adts, nv 25 6s ote'xwo thyarhiw The 0a onarmior may ae grepueairay” 
Moudroy covegires ; Tt is manifeſt (ſaith be) that thar which con. 
fiſts of atl the forenzmed ſorts, 15 to be eſteemed rhe- beſt. To 
this aſſertion ſq fully coinciding with our ſecond Principle, 


he 
liibjoyns a reaſon, whick may ſtand valid gmongſ us in Zmgland, 
as. 
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| whence the: ; - 
' [0 fares-i3. hkewiſe tn the mixevre of Polrical ſimple bodies, 
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” well as the Policician thoughe ic might in alt ocher Common. 


ths of the ſame nature. His words are theſe, snws 44 rira 

19) aptaiy nes cvriroxlo xgn wget, are widlre m7* &r Utrilr Srathm 
ſaCales Ty <ernrpentay W mniTWwus wu,  dpoxpenron, i waray- 
2%, 4. e. By this means all things were ordered equally and de- 
cemly on every fide, (o that no one could ſcarce ſay wn for it 
were wholly governed by the Nobilicy, or by the people, or by a 

When the Hiltorian here ſaith chit a man could ſcarce 
lay whac fort of Government it was, his meaning is only thus 
much, chat a mancould not ſay that i1twas any fort of the three 
Commonuwealths which are uncompounded, but that there was 
ſuck an exact juncture of every ſpecies, and their priviledges were 
{oencirely preſerved, that if you contidered the Dignity of rhe 
Nobilicy, you might calle an Ariftecracy ; uf you loakr upon the 
great Priviledges of all che People, you woutd be perſyvaded that 
it was a Democracy ; but at laſt when you came to: behold the 
Royal Prerogaive of the King m conhiftence with the orner two. 
you would then conclude ic to be a Kingly Governmene, And 
the very ſame manner be glofieth upon the Roman Empire, 
wi flood 1n his dates, about rhe time of Scipio + rea where 
| bedothaclarge lay down the power of therwo: Conſuls, the Se- 
ze, and rhe People of Rowe, and tels us that any of the three 
lopkr upon 2 part, ſeemed ro have the whole Government of thar 
Empice. 

Norwichizading chis maxture of Commonwealths be made ſo 
petſeſt; yer we cannot an reaſdn. ſuppoſe a co-ordination of all, 
ad av abſokne equality of Power and Authority amongh them ; 
for a5 in muxc bodies made up of all ene elements, each elemenc 
doth rerund and weaken the firength of the ref, yer one not- 
wichRanding recains a ſuper-emmentquality over the reſt, from 
may be denominared hot or cold, malt or dry : 


where every conſtituting part thereof gives bounds ro the illimi- 
tedptwer of the others,.yet ſo that fome one of. them muſt ſo 
fare exceed the rett, chat it ſhall be denominated from hence, 
either of this/ or thac or the other ſpervex. And fo was ir mm all 
thixx Governments which ever retained @ face of a Common- 
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ber, alwate; producing confuſion and Po cumulrs, 

- Toreturn then to the matter in hand ; We may obſerve high 
encomium's beſtowed upou ſuch ſort of Governments, by the 
wiſe{t Maſters of Political order thar everhved : And uv; on this 
account Sol» is eltegmed a prudent Law-giver in the judgerent 
of Ariſtotle, More fs erect wiy Crop mu vous Wy yviiu CTed yon 
witarre 1905 Thy ma3|rizr, Solon (ſaith he) Was accounted a dihi- 
gent La-giver, in that he did make a good mixture of a Common- 
wealth. Nay and furthermore we ſhall ſhew that thoſe Com- 
monwealths which are cried up by the favourers of Democracy, 
were approved of by judicious Wricers upon this very reaſon, be. 
cauſe.that they bore a reſemblance to facha propottionable con- 
trivance, which 1s at preſent contended for, as the rule and mea- 
ſure of well-compoſed Republiques : though we ſhall acknow- 
ledge thar they did in ſome points diſagree from ours, wher 
on their weaknefſe and rroubles (as ſhall be hereafter ſhewed) 
were founded. Thoſe Commonwealths which in former rimes 
were eltcemed generally moſt famous, were that of Sparta and 
Rom:, both of which had an analogy to our perfectelt ſort of a 
Commonwealth, as it now ſtands Governed by a King as % 
pream, together with an Houſe of Lords and Houſe of Com- 
mons, in one whereof is contained the Nobility actually, andin 
the other all che People Potentially and by their Deputies. As 
for that of Sparta, Polybius aſhrms that Lycurgus conjoined all 
the three ſorts into the Model of thar one Country, Avzigy@® un 
a Iv vv orond'h ouricare THY mAuTdar, od mars ous oyrigports uh 
pers, x, mis Nora Tar aeicy mnTwudmer, j, e, [, Pa dd 
not conftiture his Commonwealth fimple and of one ſotr, but 
he joyned together the verrues,and the peculiar advantages of the 
belt ſorr of Adminiſtrationsof 'Authority. Now what theſe belt 


'ſorrs were in the Authors ſenfe is eaſily diſcoverable from formet 


quotations out of him, concerning the three lawfull ſpecizs'schere- 
of ſo ofren mentioned. The ſame Author gives ns a very good 
reaſon of this conftitution made by Lycarges, rorons Pn « 2 
yuores imltaiunra, x amonodur@ In wir {7y TMAs]rieg & 71.61 x) 

(8:24 01453Ka5 oVytuur mopants a 7) Taggas &s The iixrias x} gon apt 
many cnnpimiru rgxiery 5, «, Becauſe be conſidered with himſelf 
what would neceſſarily and naturally come to paſs, and _ 
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bow every fimple form of a Co.nmonwealch, conſiſting only of 
one Power, was dangerous, in that it Would quickly turn to char 
vice Which Was molt familiar and neareſt allied to it. And that 
this Governtent ſo 1nlticured aud ſe: up by Lycwrgus, conpre- 
hended as partners, though unequal ones, the King, Nobility and 
Common People, may appear from all Hiſtories of good czedir, 
and more particularly from Plutarch in his life of Lycurges and 
Thwcidides, Whither I refer the Reader, as not being deſirous to 
ſpend my labour in quotations more then are abſolutely neceflary, 
As,concerning the manner of Rome's publique Authorxty,, there 
is n2 one that can deny bur that after the people had procured 
to themſelves Tribunes to repreſent them, and Fad their Courts 
which we had occaſion ro mention before, that they might be 
ſaid to bear a part in thz Government of the City ; and the Se- 
nate yer retained ſeveral priviledges not common to the people 
with them. So that it will eafilybe granted that there was a 
mixrure of Ariſtocracy and Democracy ; 1t remains only to ſhew 
that there was ſomething amongſt them anſierable ro Monarchy, 
and that we affirm was inthe Conſuls : and in thus point the ſame 
Polybyws ſpeaks with us, Toy U minuy ivory worapyxhr x; Baowuxiy Bid. 
tPalvern 41122, 3,6, The power of the Conſuls ſeemed to be Mo- 
narchical and Kingly. And Grotixs findes in Live, that the 
power of the Conſuls did differ only in this point, that it was bur 
Annual. The Authority of all the three intereſts as diſtinguiſhed 
is largely laid down by the late-mentioned Author. 

From theſe Authors lately quoted, it is evinced, that the Go- 
vernment of Sparta and Rowe, ſo much approved of and applaud- 
ed, as good Common-wealths, were in this poinr, like toours 
in England, in that the Power lay amongſt the King, Nobilicy 
and Commonalty, and ſuch a Common-wealth was that of Car- 
thage, abort the time of Hannibal their vitortous King and Ge- 
neral,. as it is related by Polybixs, who.was contemporary to Sc;- Mifler, Gb, E, 
pio Africans, in theſe words, 7% x259Þvivr mnſmrvpue 73 wy 
> rexa9ts wal yg? rgAns yo Jap Cams Jo-uy map &umis, © 73 yer 
mer 64 mw aermrpanty Koen , x; 79 Thins NY xu2400 721 wv Tr 
dvr». The Carthaginia» Commonwealth ( faich he ) doth ſeem 
to me to be very-well contrived, for they had Kings amongſt 
them, and the Senate contained yy power of the Nobility, = 

. | | 


Polybius. 


£ Sette 1:2. 
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commu. 1.;. 


the Commonalrty was maſter of thoſe things that appertain ts |' 


tr6 chem. This prudent compoſure of Intereſts 1s likewiſe, com- 
mended by Ar:ftorte, where after he had beſtowed a whole Chap- 
cer in examining that Model, he at laſt pafſerh this judgment upon 
it, mri wir Augnn xy xeppudIrioancs. ;, ec, The Carthaginians 
ſeem co govern very well. Iam not ignorant what advantage an 
adverfary may think I have granted him, in thac I rake pains to 
find our reſimonies of ſeveral Aurhors, which commend max 
Commonywealths , which yer were much difterent from this-of 
England, in that, m none of thoſe forementioned the King was 
above the e, a5 our King is ſupream over all his Dominions ; 
Towhom it may be replied, that in ſeveral caſes the power of 
their Kings was much leflened by the people in times of peace, 
bur in cimes of war, they had afree and unlimited power ; which 
Ariftatle wirnefſerh in his Third Book concerning a Common- 
wealth, ſpeaking concerning the manner of Government, amon 
feveral Countnes of Greece: and ſo amongſt the Royrars,a Conſul 
when he led out an Army, was uſually called /mperator exercitns, 
che ſupream Commander of the Army : For it is certain, hit 
Impera'or (umply and abſolutely taken, fignifies one who 1s nox 
ſubje& to any orie, but harhrhe Rule over all rhoſerhar live with 
im the ſame publick Society of what ſort ſoever wich himſelf : and 
that word is alwaies made to anſwer to dvrrydwy, which (as Surde 
lains it) fhgnifies &rwaVSerss oppor, an unaccountable Mi 
ibirare: So : the Title of 2 Rowan General differs ſcarce 
at all from thar compellatron of Honour and Authority, which 
was uſually beſtowed upon the Rowwr Monarchs from rhe time of 
Fulixs (ſar ; bur all the reftrition which was laid upon them, 


- wasonly chis, that whereas theſe orhers were unaccountable and 


ſolely Supream Magiſtrates, in all caſes referring ro the Roman 
Ermpire, whether 1n war or peace, theſe laſt had rhe ſame ſort 
of power as to irs unaccountableneſs, for tranſaions in war, but 
not in peace. And this is confirmed by the words of Ceſar ; Alia 
ſunt partes Legati, alia Imperatoris, alter agere ad preſcriptum, alter 
libere ad ſumman rerum conſulere debet ; there are t\vo parrs, one 
of a Legate to an Arty, another of a General; rhe firſt muſt a 
according/tohis Inftruftions, the orber may freely cake his own 
counſel, as his buſineſs may requrre, 


Having | 
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anilwars and ſedicions;far worſethan the Tyranny of a ge 
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> Having ſheved thar the overballancing power in time of war, 


lay in the Regal part of their Government, and not in the Senate, 
which comprebended the Nobility, nor in the People, That 
we may paſs a juJicious cenſure at laft upon the caſe, wherber it 
had been more expedient for the Empite, that a Single Perſon 
ſhould have had the chief poiver in peace as well as war, and that 
the power of the Senate and people ſhould have been ſubjected 
to him. 

That this eontroverſie may be reſolved, it will not be amiſs 
for us to conhider 1n the firſt place, whether when one obtained 
an unconcroulable power in wars, or when the Senate and people 
ſway all the Government out of war, the Empire was molt hap- 
py? Ifwe do bur take a (trict review of the tiate of affairs there 
amongtt then, it will appear, that by reaſon of the Generals ab- 
ſolure power, in all things appertaining either ro che manage- 
ment of his own Army, io mamtain (tri&t Diſciplme among 
them; rhar they ſhould readily obey any word of command ; and 
mithal, having tt likewiſe in his particular pleaſure how to deal 
with his enemies as ſhould ſeem ro him, nor depending et- 
ther upon rediaus or raſh determinations of the Senate or peopie jr 
can1e to paſs that they obtained great ſucceſs againſt their enemics 
chiefly. by chis means 2 Whereas look upon them in the time of 

ben the people or Senate ruled, and there you ſhalfind 
nething elſe but ſedition amongſt the "ag 1-H agzinft 
the Senate, raiſed upon ſhght and trifling occations ;- witneſs, 
the third and fourrh ſedition ; or elſe factions t1dings of ſome of 
the Nobilicy with che Commonalty, againit thoſe of their own 
acder,, as happened in the City , about the eltablithing of the 
Gracchan Lawes , carried on by the Brethren Gracchi, Apulcins 
Sararainus, Livmss Druſus, and other turbulent ſpirits : A lar- 


yer relation hereof may befetched from the unanimous agreement 


of moſt Hiftortans in the truth hereof : From whence ut appears, 
thar rhat parc in the management of affairs in war, being fre- 
quenely commirred to one of both Confſuls, who (as was ſaid ) 
berwixcrhem , made up a ſort of Kingly power, was thereaſon- 
why they had ſo good ſucceſs, bur the power of many, or the 
-Pearer parr in rimeof peace with forreign States, was the.cauſe of 


pxb!. 1, 1. 
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[32] | 


mus, a Venetian Senatour, Duicirca rempublicam Lacedsmoniorum 
laudart ſummopere, id tamen reprehendunt, qued duntaxat ad bell 
munera mſtituta fuerit, nulla interim habita ratione officrorum pacis 
at 9, ati, indeg, effeftum eſt ut quamprimum in otio eſe caperint, res 
publica tha inſign:s m deterins labi cxperit, quod etiam Romanis acci- 


diſſe eadem prope cauſa compertums et ; i.e, Therefore ( becauſe of | 
ies m'xt - m7 yrv8-60 Ox Lacedemonian Commonwealth is much F- 


commended, butin this ir is found faulry, in that it 13 only inſt 


rured for the advantages of war ; whereas in the mean time there | 
is noregard had to the duties of peace and quietneſs : whenceir F 


comes to paſs that as ſoon as they began to be free from warre, 
that fatnous Commonwealth began to fall to decay ; which in 
like manner befel the Romans, upon almoſt chelike reaſon, The 
ſame Author in purſuit of the ſamediſcourſe, ſaith, that upon this 
conſideration it was, that Scipio Naſſice adviſed them , notto 
Is down Carthage, lelt that rhe yourh of the Ciry which we 
rought up to the exerciſe of Arms, for want of other warlike et 
loyment, and as wholſom ſeverity in time of peace, as they hal 
in War-time, ſhould rurn cheir weapons one upon another. . And 
afterwards ( faich the ſame fans, YpaPer tak bella crvilia ex 
they were annoyed with the flame of civil wars. To this, 


fon: And hereuponir is that the Romaar and Lacedemonian Com. F 
monwealths are blamed, in that they did not ſo well provide for | 


| De ever, Re. Peace as for war. This cenſure is paſſed upon them by Comtare.. 


* ES 


che imprudenc raſhneſs of the people in this innovation, raking |+ 


its riſe only from a fault of the Kings Son ; whereupon without 
any complaint made ro his Father Targuiniz:, they ranſackhis 
Houſe and goods, conſecrate his Fields ro Mars, conſpire again 
the Kingly Government for a leſs general injury, than what thy 
often received afrerwards from their Democrarical Magiſtrats; 
Sothat as it was founded in a rumultuary confuſion, ſo likewt | 


wasit continued by prejudice and irrational antipahy, propags 


red and craduced from one generation to another, till at laſt eps j 
riencetaughtthem, char after Julius Ceſar was eſtabliſbed wap 
Kingly Autherity, derivable ro his Succefſors, the bounds dF. 
rheir Empire did encreaſe abroad, and the peace and ſafety of ie 
Citizens was better ſecured at home, rifl ſuch time as the:Prf 


| [33 | 
om. | er envious Citizens to murther their lawful Emperars 2nd co fubſti- 
:for |. eme in their ſears ſome Milicary man amongſt them,who cicher by 
+. | bribery or flacrery drew unto Im the brutith rabble of the yulgar, = 
ru» © or the coverous Factioniſts in their Army. As for the Commmon- : 
bel wealch of Lacedemor, as it was modelled by Lycurgns, nor alroge- en; 
pacis | ther in favour of their Kings, bur rather enclining towards the Co- 
res. | 'vernmenct of more ; whoſoever pleaſerh ro reace the life of thar 
wei. | Lawgiver,as itis written by Plararch,will eafily diſcern that he was L 
* of | forced to make a vercue of neceflicy, and when hz conld not do as he 5 
{ would, he did as he might ; for the people conceiving themſelves in- ; 
nſti- | ' jured by cheir Kings, called upon Lycarges co alter the frame of 
here | Government : ſo he was neceſſarily pur upon gratifying the people 
ceir | in ſome meaſure, in granting them a large ſhare of power.” Yer his 
are, | diſliz.e of Popular Rule is of:en 1implyed by che ſame Author ; and 

in | more remarkably in that Apothegmaricl anſwer” which he! reports 
The | that Lyc»rgus rexurned to one requeſting of hin to ſer up Demo- 
this | craCy in Sparta, he ids him go home and firſt ſer up Democracy, at 
aw | therule of the people under him, in his own family; im lying char 

as he would quickly try how unſurable thac wookiBe for his family, 

and how prepoſterouſly and untowardly all things would be therein 
anne, lo likewiſe would rhe fame, bur a greater mifchief 
from chac Rule, if ic were praiſed in a Commonwealth, which 1s 
| bur agreater family,as a family is a private Commonwealth, But 2s 
* Weproduced the Authority of Ari/forle, Polyb:ins and others, in b: 


behalf of a mixt Government, made up of a King, Nobility, a 
Commonalty, o likewiſe ſhall we bring the vores of the ſame Alt: 
thors for the prxeminence of the King above rhe other ewo; which 
ht to accompany the Royal Prerogative (as the Poet ſaith young 
5 mes travelled with his father AE near) Ibant haud paſſibus equis, 
they went rogether wirhout loſing one another, yet ſo that Aſcanins | 
PEO 4 ub frer th he hid ſpok is 23h de 
To begin with Arftotle, after thar he h: en conce #b.3. 2 
3; x end of the Commonwealth of Athens, which was ttiacs "A ; 
* uponly of Ariſtocracy and Democracy (for ſo Iſocrates affirms har) 
-- inthertime cf Solon there was in At un eriara's MAY = 
© adwar, the power of the people mixt with rhat of rhe WF 
that the rule of a ſingle Perſon was whall excluded” the Phildſc-11ia, 
m od pen at laſt his own opinion, «2x #« iy era rhrey Epoan' 
 Bianer, ;.e. bur its better thac a'fing'e fig chatis carefull _—_ 
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be above all. The ſame Author doth at large afſe:t this Prerogge” 
tive of 2 King in a ſer Diſcourſe. To the ſame purpoſe Polybins has 
ving excellently ſhewed the cauſes of tre change of Government, © 
from Kingly to the other rwo ſuccelfively ; and ten ag:1n to the F 


Hier, lib, 6. Power of the King over the reit, he adds, $75 wy avagpepton Us m1 


af 70; % 260112 ray Tay TATVUA THY, SO (Caith he) at laſt it will re- 
turn unto the brit and moſt natural ſo:r of Government, Ir is al- 
ready gradually proved from thebelt Writer of Policicks, firit, chag 
Government made up of a King, Nobility and Commonalty, is 
ber er hen any other ; and then in the next ou from the tame” 
Auttors it 15 made apparent that they elieened it the be.t, thar the 
King ſhould be above the other to, wkichis exzAly ſuch a Stare 
as we are happily reſtored to here in Erglard. Another excellency : 
of our Government is, that our Kings do bind chenſelyes as muct 
to the good of the people, as it is poiſible ſor a Supream Magilirae 
to be bound and (till retain his Supremacy, in that they ſo.emnly 
ſwear to the maintenance of the Laws, and in them of rhe peoples 
Priviledge:,and theſe Laws are not paſſed either by themſelves 
lone, or atthe ſole ſuggeſtion of ſome of their creatures or ce 
dants, but every Lav 15 firſt debated and propoſed by the Nobility 
and popular Convention, which if it be judged a inp to be for the 
Inge good, it is then rendred to rhe King, that it might receive 
the lite and vigour of a Laiy from his Princely aſſent and approbx * 
tion; ſathatwe are judged by noother Laws then what we or our 
Fathers maybe properly ſaid to bave concurred to when they were 
about ro be EnaQed. And hence ir is that the great miſchizf of 
Gmple Monarchy,v:z. an arbucrarious impohition of the Magittratey 
pleaſure 1s well provided againſt, ſo that his will alone cannot be- 
come a Laiy ; whereupon if he thould ar any time aGt, he conld not 
Juſtrfie and acquit himſelf before his great and juſt Judge, who ſhall 
judge the world in uprighcneſſe. Neither is it to be thought any di- 
minution of Regal Power, that be ſhould be ſivorn to the Laws, not 
no augmentation of the Peoples power, ſo as to make them above 
him, but oply makes cheir Priviledges. greater under him, as hath 
been declared in the former part of the Diſcourſe. By thiz means 
x is effeted rhat the greateſt inconveniences in other ſorts of Go- 
., vernment, are re. in Monarchy ; and whatſoever is jufily of- 
'fenlive in chat, is amended by the Laws that are thereunto annexed. 
So.that we may ſafely conclude with Plao.in his Politics, 247958 | 
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( as an Exgliſh Embaſſidour thither writes) conſiſts of not above Flercher 8iÞ. * 
| 20 of the Nobilicy all of then of the Emperours Council) 2 Se- # Ref4c. 8. * 
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| of all Governments, If our Laivs in England be mot ſuch as are 
eſpoken of,che people themſelves are chiefly faulcy,in that their 
7 


arrs of the Commoniveal:h,except upon good contide- 
rations any of them be willing to recede from cheir own right, The 
contrary to which happeris in ocher Counccie:, where the people; 
Repreſentative; are totally excluded from rheir Parliaments, and 
lizeviſe ch2 Nobility, excepring ſuch as be of the Princes Council ; 
ir isthe er rot Parhaments in Ria, which 


Gerarics, a Patriarch, and ſome of the Clergy, He afrerwafds tels 


Paoires 7; rijece Abou deb nertr, There® 
'F fore (faith be) Monarchy being joined ro good wriccen Lws,is che 


q 


concurrence is receſſarily reqrired, eitherinabrogning the 0'd, or 
| king nevones : So that no Law can be made prejudicial to any 
of che 


0 


us that the people have no Suffrage nor place incheir Zabore,or high CBP-13+ 


Court of Parliament; where their Lays and publick Orders are con- 
cluded upon, which commonly tend to the oppreſſion of the Com- 


mons,:hus far he;This is a very miſerable tyranny for the People to 
live under, where thoſe Laws which ThouldTiſtain their P:opriety, 


- ef what kind ſoever, ace no more in realicy then the unbridled 
. ſelf-will of cheir Emperour,beirg thac they are deprived of that Free- 


arltamencs granted in Emgland, where any Me nber there- 


*þ of may pr by a Bill, what hethiaketh gond for the publique 
benefit ir Sect 


amongſt them only the Emperours'Diack; or Secre- 


tries may propoſe, and no onedare adventure to giinſay being ried 


both for fear of lofing their preferments or lives, borh which the 
hold from ctheEmpeour, and therefore they have learned their leſ- 
ſons readily, how to ſay Yes wichour any controverfic, as the fame 
Author writez. So thirthey do only retain the ourward form of a 
Parliament, without thoſe Priviledpes which we do here enjoy. 
And their condition cannot but be very deplorable where the Com- 
monalty and greater part of the Nobility are © lietle employed in 
making Laws, which as they are made in a manner by one, ſo in 
like manner they e>rend ſcarce any further then to the profir of one 
ſerving only to gratifie the Monarchs pleaſure, according to which 
they are calculated. How ill conſequence this will infer, Ariſtotle 
wall diſcover ; 4Ms x27 Gan; jiredu dr2p omen Gor Th hte 
fednorre win of) Thy Jug, 408 ih 1607 0x0 ner, Irs very bad (ſaith 
F 2 2 re) 
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be) char aman thi hath the ſame e with others, which thay © 
— beſall his ſoule{and yer hath n6 Id be wholly and ſolely 


Lord. The reaſon which the Philoſopher gives for the necelhiry ofa 
Law 1s very weighty, for ſince that a King is tour to ms people- 


in Dignity and Power over them, bur ye: is not of an higher nature 
and more invincible reaſon, it may come to pals that his natureand 
reaſon being bur equal to that of his ſubje&s,may rendephim liable: 
tothe conguet aL or concupiſcible paſſion,from whence 
he cannocbe atall ſecured by the Dignicy and Power which he at- 
rains over others; burthough he may hold under his obedience rhe: 


Whole world, yerin his own lictle world he May nor be able to ob- 


preſſe the rebellion of ſervile paſſion againſt reaſon the Mittrefſeof” 
the Soul. And therefore under ſuch circumſtancs, Ww 
made by the affiſtance of Prudent and diſcreerperſons, will be 2s 
uſefull for his own direCtion, as they are requifre forthe reftraine 
of the ſybjeRts enormities. We may upon theſe conſiderations af- 
ſert the neceſſicy of written Laws, made by the King with the ad- 
vice of his People. In the words of the ſame Philoſopher, Tom # 
mire birner jive gw aglh viouor jo xdli d 1p mov Cianon, v8 dopnnks | 
xr, It is better (ſaith he) that all things ſhould be done accord- 
ing to a Law, rather then according to the will of men, for thats 
not a ſafe rule. This is our preſent happy condition intheſe his 
Majeſlies Kingdoms, that we are not drawn by ſorce after one fin-- 


gle, or two Intereſts, bur as many diviſionz or ſubdiviſions as yot: 


can make of the whole body of the Nation into its conſticunng; 
parts there are all conjoyned in the making of Laws, and other 
great and difficulr affairs of the Kingdoms, which as rhey conkilt 
of a King as Supream, the Nobilicy and People ; and as rhe ts 
are ſubdivifible into Farmers and Tradeſmen, the Houſes of Parliz- 
ment contain all theſe,cither in Perfon or by Procuration ; the firſt 
ranck of the people chuſing in their diſtin Counties, ſuch who 
they think fic to repreſent their body ; and rhe ſecond having h- 
_ of Election in their Burroughs, of ſuch B 

moſt udjous to procure their trades to be promoted.So thar rhere is 


nothing wanting to make a Parliament, whoſe Office and Truſt is- | 


ſo great and Honourable, a compendious Epitome of all the con- 


ſiderable parts of the; Nation, except ſome one may think that the - 
Clergy ought to be.there- preſent by their own proper Regeeſenta-- 
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| confuſion, a tumulc, or a Government abſolutely and without any 
| reftrition to be deemed unlawfull, which terms may 
| thefiery ſparks of Loyal zeal towards a King 


SERRRINTAT AS BAS oO, 


| proved our of Hittorians and Poliritians, with ſome of 
mine own. Argumentations interſpers'd, That our Government of 
England & the beſt ſort of « Commenmealth ; and 1n the Quotations 
© Thave been the more copious and redious, in that there are ſome 
| ive Adverſaries to the Reſtauration of a fingle Perſon, 
over che Nobiliry and Popular Afembly, who uſed to boalt in 
their publique Diſcourſes, that all Authors of any value did pa- 
wocinate their monſtrous Commonwealth, which wanted its head. 
It is now ſeaſonable for ſome while to refleft upon Democracy 
and Popular Government, either alone without any other, or elſe 
| paramount to ics aſſociates ; which when I crear,ahout,” I would 
not ſo far over-ſhoot, as with ſome to call it a meer Anarchy, a 


be efieemed 
: Yerl dare -adven- 
cure to {ay with Plato, thar which is as eaſily proved as ſaid, 73 #3 polric, 
wy mh oore mecwy 1b) youbuty vow thy, ;, 6 The 
Government of the people themſelves is of all lawfull forts of 
Eommonwealths the worſt, That ve may moteorderly d 
in the proof of Plato his opinion, we muſt premiſe thus mnch, 
Thar as am Sciences, rhe dignity of one above attether is to 
be compued from the dignity of rheir objefts conipared together; 
ſo likewiſe all medimm's or means which rend towards rhe effe- 
ing of che ſame end, are to be denominated berrer or worſer as 
they contribute lefle or more hereunto, Now all forts of Go- 
vernment are means ordained for the bringing abour-ſome great 
ends of high and univerſal concernmenr to the publique. Sociery 
ſubjeRed t to: The readieſt courſe thenis to find out the ends 
of Governments, and then try what Governments come the 
nigheſt hereunto, and thereby we may paſſe. an eftimate upon 
them which excels the reft. . 

Thechiefeſt ends,for the attaining of which mankind was either - 
immediacly by God himſelf, or their own conſents ſubjeRed ro 
Government, are preſervation of juſtice, and mutual concord a- 
moneſt themſelves, and alſo proteQtion from their enemies, As 
for juſtice, when the chief diftrihution rhereof lies in the hands of a 


Ting or his deputed Judges, as the King is above. either the feat 
F. b4 or: 


_ Hiſtor, lib. 3. 


| thid. 


amongſt the people, 7 wir 769 wo 


orfavour of any others ; ſo thar.if hepleaſein 
Pr ive, all things ate likely co be well adminiftred, or if he 
huſe hadan himſelf, he is likelier ro chuſe judiciouſly & carefully, 
and to countenance them & defend in performing rheirOffice,and 
to punith chem for the contrary. Whereas on the 0: her fideythe peo- 
ple are led more by affeRion and paſſion, then by judgement and 
Yxudence ; ſo that in their Governments, as at Athens and Rome, 
it Was uſual that there ſhould be Oltraciſmes, Bimniſhments for 
life, and other great mul&s infliged upon their beit deſervi 
Citizens: and+moreover honours beſtowed upan the worſt 2 
moſt undeſe;ving Citizens , if they had bur plaukble ſmooth 
rongues, Fopular Rheroricc, Neither is this any wrongfull 
ſlander laid upo11 them to bring their Democracy oc Ariſtocracy 
into contempt ; For T hucydides an impartial Hiftor1in charges 
the Athenians wich this crime, ſpeaking concerning the factions 
, vs auporipur Pee Srigys- 
T, 5x wonfeig ui Ing: wuuGor, npravig Nays, 5.c, But the 
Citizens that ood Neuters were ſpoiled by both fides, for nei- 
ther of chem did judge according to the juſtice of the cauſe, bur 
according to the e of the ſpeech. Herein our Author 
doth well ſhew how much the People when they have the Govern- 
ment in their own hands, 'arecourred our of juſtice and integrity 
by fair deluding words,, which work upon the inferiour paſſions 
and affe&tions, whereas thoſe who would rule well ſhould rerain 
as far aS1s poſlible mens fine appetitzs, a pure underſtanding, without 
= — -X —_ 2 . & ſame Hiſtorian doth fur- 
ther accuſe their injuſtice in nor duly proportioni nuhments 
to offences, 7% nuvdla; in wes i xr. Te d\xgiv 62 pure o1-1upops 
em Iirme, j, e. They propoſe puniſhments that are too great, not 
according to what is jult and profitable for the City. 

Another great end whereunto all Governmenrs ſhould have a 
rendency, 15 tranquility and mutual concord ; which by reaſon 
of che depravation of mens minds, is not to be expected in civil 
Societies to proceed from the ingenuous free principles of benig- 
nity and gencleneſſe, bur is to be eſtabliſhed | by the Authority 
a awe annexed to Mapilttacy, which Authoricy when ic reſide; 
in the le, an offender will be the more emboldned in his 
wickedneſſe, becauſe he knows he can obtain the patronage of 
| . ſome 
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© fome leading man amonglt the geople, who mult gratifie this de- 


lipquenc that he may oblige him and his party to his fide, fo. chat 
bemay employ their Votes upo"1 occaſion.. And witha!lthar reve- 
rence and aive which is due to Supream Magiltracy will be much 


diminiſhed.wvhen divided amongit ſo many ; amongſt whom there. 


will infallibly ſpring up emulation and ambition, which if buc 
back'c with fair prerences for the good of the Commonyealth, 
wich hypocritical proteſtations, that ttey are of a ſelf=cenying 
and publique ſpirit, bow will they dravv the unſtable multicuce 
after them !. and ſo cauſe ſedicions by provoking the peo, le a- 
gainſt ſome of the chiefeſt Cirizens, and theſe praQtifing the like 
gainſtthem, ſo-that the popular State is in great danger to be 
ruined. Theſe miſchieſs as in reaſon they may be expected, ſo 


by experience they have been found to.come to paſs, as che Hiſto- Ti«tid. ibid, 


tan doth fully rclate : awli #3 opaas ri brbad > comprais ef 2w- 

Wd ware der agg iw Amagunons Te err, ;, eo, By all man- 
ner of waies contending under a handſome name tobe above one 
another, they durſt do moſt wicked things. And he ar laſt con- 
cludes the relation of all the evils thac atrend the peoples Go- 
vernment, iv Tzax i-/ole rghcy Th egxorpemiag Dat he qrees 1G, Wage 
rand(ſo ſaith he)every ſort of bad manners befcll Greece by rea- 
ſon of theſe ſeditions. 

And as they cannox preſerve concord amongſt themſelves, ſo 
neither can they preſerve their Commonwealch againſt rheiz 
enemies, ſo wetl and as long as Monarchy may, for their Coun- 
ſels being of neceſſity made publique to the e; they will ea- 
bly be diſcovered to their enemies by any of the Citizens cor- 
rupted with their Gold ; and this Demoſthenes complains of in 


the Democracy of Azhens, by ſome of rhe. people who! becraied- 


all their Counſels to Philip of Macedon, Whereas under Mo- 


mrchy a Prince doth chuſe ſuch a Council, to whoſe. fidelity he. 
may oP communicate his reſolutions, and who: are able to. 


give the beſt counſel; which cannot be ſaid of 'the greater 


part of the people, unto whom Rule belongeth under Demo-- 
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